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To stand and wait

The frontal tower stands erect

As in embodiment of sanctified infinity

With the ethereal canopy bowing down

And the clouds floral crowning the pinnacle.

The resounding bell is there

To awaken the environs at dawn;

Colourful ‘yali’ ‘pillars’ structurally splendid,
Halls standing up in majestic arrogance,

Lamp-lit brilliance of grace,

Flames that melt one’s soul

The ‘sanctum sanctorum’ a metaphor for liberation,
The chanting of ‘manthrams’, the rhythmic cadences,
Fragrance of flowers that sooths

And anoints the mental injuries,

Incense from ‘sandal’ and ‘ahil’ vapours

Stone statues illuminating you

From within-

If your thoughts relaxed and got focussed,

The holy water tank that propels you

Into outer space, while you sit aside,
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And the sand- spread ground, around-
All these await you eveready

To speak nonverbally and point towards
Liberation.

If it’s a festival day...

The sanctity gets multiplied manifold
Divinity rejuvenates the vicinity
The temple bell from Nallur

Will save our values from extinction.
Oh Nallur,

Please listen to my questions,
Reveal your secrets

How do you manage to be evergreen
Just as paradise itself?

Many, there are shrines

In nooks and corners

How is it that you nurse

An excellence

Unique and unparralled

How do you process minds

And sublimate them

And from generation to generation
Continue perpetuation

Of spiritual well being?

Why is it that only the winds

That blow in your neighborhood
Send through me

A thrill down the spine?

Why is it that your shadow alone

Is capable of curing

Our worries, wars, ailments
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Leading us to

Peace and freedom from fear?

Why is it that your territory alone
Spreads an indescribable fragrance?
While a perfect solution beyond sciences
Sits in the Holy of Holies of your shrine
Cooling down this globe?

When I ask thus, prostrate

And get up,

A rare feeling, a tender impulse

Sprouts from within

Spreading all over the limbs

A new dawn-a resurrection

Dear ones,

Nallur, some day will answer
My queries.

I shall thank you to allow me
To stand and wait-till then.

Tamil original - T.Jeyaseelan
Translated by : Kavignar R.Murugaiyan
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